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(57) ABSTRACT

Systems for determining differential and average tempera-
tures from resistive temperature devices are provided. In one
embodiment, a device comprises a bridge network including
a first node and second node, wherein the first node receives
a constant current from a current source; a first branch
coupled between a first node and a second node, the first
branch including a first temperature sensing element of a first
resistive temperature device; a second branch coupled in par-
allel with the first branch between the first node and the
second node, the second branch including a second tempera-
ture sensing element of'a second resistive temperature device;
a first output that provides a signal representing a difference
between a voltage developed across the first temperature
sensing element and a voltage developed across the second
temperature sensing element; and a second output that pro-
vides a signal representing a voltage developed across first
node and the second node.
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1
CIRCUITS FOR DETERMINING
DIFFERENTIAL AND AVERAGE
TEMPERATURES FROM RESISTIVE
TEMPERATURE DEVICES

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to co-pending U.S. application
Ser. No. 13/250,267, entitled “SYSTEMS AND METHODS
FOR THERMAL GRADIENT COMPENSATION FOR
RING LASER GYROSCOPES?”, filed on even date herewith
and herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Resistive temperature devices (RTD) are devices that have
temperature sensing elements that vary in resistance as a
function of temperature. Although the output response curves
are non-linear in nature, precision temperature measurements
can be readily obtained because an RTD’s response will pre-
dictably follow the response curve. Measuring spatial difter-
ences in temperature using a pair of RTDs is challenging
however, because simply knowing a difference in the resis-
tances between two RTDs does not convey where either
device is with respect to its response curve. As such this
difference value cannot be used by itself to determine a tem-
perature difference.

For the reasons stated above and for other reasons stated
below which will become apparent to those skilled in the art
upon reading and understanding the specification, there is a
need in the art for circuits for determining differential and
average temperatures from resistive temperature devices.

SUMMARY

The embodiments of the present invention provide circuits
for determining differential and average temperatures from
resistive temperature devices and will be understood by read-
ing and studying the following specification.

Systems for determining differential and average tempera-
tures from resistive temperature devices are provided. In one
embodiment, a device comprises a bridge network including
a first node and second node, wherein the first node receives
a constant current from a current source; a first branch
coupled between a first node and a second node, the first
branch including a first temperature sensing element of a first
resistive temperature device; a second branch coupled in par-
allel with the first branch between the first node and the
second node, the second branch including a second tempera-
ture sensing element of'a second resistive temperature device;
a first output that provides a signal representing a difference
between a voltage developed across the first temperature
sensing element and a voltage developed across the second
temperature sensing element; and a second output that pro-
vides a signal representing a voltage developed across first
node and the second node.

DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention can be more easily
understood and further advantages and uses thereof more
readily apparent, when considered in view of the description
of the preferred embodiments and the following figures in
which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating one embodiment of the
present invention;
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2

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating one embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating one embodiment of the
present invention.

In accordance with common practice, the various
described features are not drawn to scale but are drawn to
emphasize features relevant to the present invention. Refer-
ence characters denote like elements throughout figures and
text.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and in
which is shown by way of specific illustrative embodiments in
which the invention may be practiced. These embodiments
are described in sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the
art to practice the invention, and it is to be understood that
other embodiments may be utilized and that logical, mechani-
cal and electrical changes may be made without departing
from the scope of the present invention. The following
detailed description is therefore not to be taken in a limiting
sense.

Embodiments of the present invention provide means to
determine accurately, with just a few number of parts, a
differential temperature from two non-linear precision RTS
temperature sensors (such as a platinum resistive temperature
device (RTD), for example) by providing both a differential
measurement and an average measurement from the two sen-
SOrS.

FIG.11s a simplified diagram of a ring laser gyroscope 100
of'one embodiment of the present invention. Ring laser gyro-
scope 100 includes a laser block sensor 110 coupled to pro-
cessing elements 160. In the embodiment of FIG. 1, laser
block sensor 110 is triangular in shape having three sides
(106-1, 106-2 and 106-3) and three blunted corners 107-1,
107-2 and 107-3. In other embodiment, laser block sensor
110 is formed from a different shape laser block sensor such
as a four sided square, or a three-axis monolithic laser block.
Examples of such are discussed in the Ser. No. 13/250,267
application herein incorporated by reference.

Laser block assembly 110 includes three electrodes 101,
102 and 103 each positioned on the respective sides 106-1,
106-2 and 106-3 of the laser block sensor 110. In one embodi-
ment, electrodes 101 and 102 are cathodes and electrode 103
is an anode. In other embodiments, the laser block assembly
may alternately include two anodes at 101 and 102, and a
single cathode at 103. Mirrors 104-1, 104-2, and 104-3 are
located as shown at the blunted corners 107-1, 107-2 and
107-3 of laser block sensor 110, located between each of the
sides 106-1, 106-2 and 106-3. Within laser block sensor 110
is a cavity 108, which in conjunction with the mirrors 104-1,
104-2, and 104-3 forms a laser beam path enclosing an area
within the laser block sensor 110. The performance of ring
laser gyroscope 100 is observed by coupling optical energy
information from the cavity 108 to a readout assembly 140.
The readout assembly 140 provides voltage signals to pro-
cessing elements 160 from which the difference frequency
and hence rotation information may be obtained. In addition
to the rotation information, the readout assembly 140, in this
embodiment, also provides a voltage signal to processing
elements 160 correlated with laser intensity called the Laser
Intensity Monitor (LIM) output. This LIM output provides
information regarding the optical energy within the cavity
108 of ring laser gyroscope 100. In one embodiment, cavity
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108 is filled with a fill gas mixture 109 of Helium and Neon.
In other embodiments, other fill gas mixtures are used within
cavity 108.

One of ordinary skill in the art after reading this specifica-
tion would appreciate that FIG. 1 illustrates a simplified block
diagram that provides sufficient detail to facilitate an enabled
written description of embodiments of the present invention.
Additional details not shown regarding the physical structure
and electronic circuitry associated with a laser block sensor
for a ring laser gyroscope are considered within the knowl-
edge and skill of one of ordinary skill in the art and are not
discussed herein.

Ring laser gyroscope 100 further comprises at least one
pair of resistive temperature device (RTD) temperature sen-
sors 122a and 12256 for calculating a spatial temperature
gradient across a defined line 125 that traverses a portion of
the laser block sensor 110. The defined line 125 is provided
for illustrative purposes only and should not be interpreted to
limit embodiments of the present invention to only the par-
ticular line shown in FIG. 1. In other implementations, line
125 would represent a gradient across any other alternate
portion ofthe laser block sensor 110 with temperature sensors
122a and 1225 placed for measuring the spatial temperature
gradient across that alternate line appropriately.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, ring laser gyroscope
100 further comprises a temperature sensor 120 for measur-
ing a laser block temperature (T,,,;) of the laser block sensor
110. In other embodiments, values for the laser block tem-
perature (T,,;,..) may be obtained from Ta as measured by
temperature sensor 122a, Tb as measured by temperature
sensor 1224, or from a combination such as from an average
of Ta and Tb.

Processing elements 160 are coupled to the rotation mea-
surement output 111 of laser block sensor 110, coupled to
temperature sensor 120, and coupled to temperature sensors
122a and 1225 via circuit 150. Processing elements 160
includes a thermal gradient compensation model 162, which
receives raw angular rate data (w) generated from the Rota-
tion Information 111 output of laser block sensor 110, laser
block temperature measurements, T,, . (in this particular
example provided by sensor 120), and temperature gradient
(T, data derived from temperature sensor 122a and 1225
measurements. From these parameters, thermal gradient
compensation model 162 estimates a Rate Bias Error.

In one embodiment, thermal gradient compensation model
162 comprises a linear regression having a plurality of coef-
ficients (K) that correlate to parameters based on T,,,, and
T 4 Bxamples of such models are described in the Ser. No.
13/250,267 application, incorporated herein by reference.
For example, in one embodiment Rate Bias Error is derived
by thermal gradient compensation model 162 using one or
more equations equivalent to:

Rate Bias Error=K+Kox Ty ozt KX Ty’ +Kax

AT o i/ AKX T 10 i} (AT o i/ A +K 6 *T gy (Eq. 1)

where the Rate Bias Error measurement is in angle/per unit
time. As illustrated by this equations, in some embodiments,
thermal gradient compensation model 162 also utilizes addi-
tional parameters (T,,, >, dT,;,./dt (the time derivative of
T, 10e0), and the product T, ,x(dT,,,/dt) each derived from
the laser block temperature measurements (1,,, ). By sub-
tracting this Rate Bias Error from the angular rate data (w),
processing circuitry 160 outputs the bias compensated rate
((’Ucomp)'

Temperature sensor 122a provides a first temperature mea-
surement by varying its resistance as a function of the tem-
perature it senses on laser block sensor 110 (denoted as Ta).
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Temperature sensor 1226 provides a second temperature
measurement by varying its resistance as a function of the
temperature it senses on laser block sensor 110 (denoted at
Tb). However, the RTD temperature sensors used for sensors
122a and 1225 do not provide a linear output response to
changes in temperature. For this reason, the temperature gra-
dient measurements T, used with thermal gradient compen-
sation model 162 are not simply the difference between Ta
and Tb but are instead a function of the difference Ta-Tb that
is linearized using an average (Tab,,, ) also derived from Ta
and Tb.

FIG. 2 is a schematic of a bridge circuit 150 for one
embodiment of the present invention that senses the senses
the Ta and Tb measurements from temperature sensors 122a
and 12254 and from them generates two output signals. Bridge
circuit 150 uses a Wheatstone bridge circuit configuration
comprising a stable current source 210 to supply a bridge
network 220 which then measures a voltage difference
between the two sensors 1224 and 1225.

The first output signal, V,_,, generated by bridge circuit
150 represents a difference between the raw temperatures
measurements made by sensors 122a and 122b. A second
output signal, V ,, generated by bridge circuit 150 provides an
average of the raw temperatures measurements made by sen-
sors 122a and 1225. The average V; is used by processing
elements 260 to linearize the difference signal V,_, for the
purpose of deriving values for T

Current source 210 is a precision current source that pro-
vides a constant precision current to a first node 224 of bridge
network 220. Bridge network 220 has a first branch 221a that
includes the temperature sensing element 2264 of tempera-
ture sensor 122a. One end of temperature sensing element
226a is coupled to the first node 224. The other end is coupled
to a precision resistor 222a. A second branch 2215 of bridge
network 220 includes the temperature sensing element 2265
of temperature sensor 12256. One end of temperature sensing
element 2265 is coupled to first node 224 and the other end is
couple to a second precision resistor 222b. The ends of the
first precision resistor 222a and the second precision resistor
222b that are not coupled to the respective sensing elements
226a and 2265 are coupled together at the second node 227 of
bridge network 220.

Any difference in the current flow between branch 221a
verses branch 2215 is a function of a difference in the resis-
tances of sensing elements 226a and 2264. The first and
second precision resistors 222a and 2225 are matched so that
differences in their resistances do not themselves induce any
difference in current flow between the branches. A test point
in branch 221a (shown as Va) provides a voltage measure-
ment at the junction where the first sensing element 226q is
coupled to precision resistor 222a. Another test point in
branch 2215 (shown as Vb) provides a voltage measurement
at the junction where the second sensing element 2225 is
coupled to precision resistor 222b. The difference between
the voltages at Va and Vb provides the first output of bridge
circuit 150 (shown at V,_,). The difference between the volt-
age at the first node 224 and the second node 227 provides the
second output of bridge circuit 150 (shown at V ;).

In operation, current source 210 supplies a constant preci-
sion current to first node 224 of bridge network 220 which
splits between the parallel branches 221a and 2215 and is
recombined at second node 227. When the resistances in the
branches 221a and 2215 are equal, the current flowing
through each of the branches will each be half of the current
supplied to first node 224. Under these conditions, the voltage
difference from Va to Vb will be zero.

avg.
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As a temperature gradient develops across laser block sen-
sor 110 along line 125, the temperatures measured at sensors
122a and 1225 will begin to deviate from each other, causing
the resistances of sensing elements 226a and 2265 to also
deviate from each other. As a result, the current supplied to
node 224 will no longer be shared equally between branches
221a and 2215b. A voltage difference will develop from Va to
Vb which is output from bridge circuit 150 as V,_,. The value
of'V, , thus will vary as a function of the difference in tem-
peratures measured by sensors 122a and 1225 along line 125
across laser block sensor 110.

As mentioned above, because of the non-linear response
characteristics of sensors 122a and 1225, the value of V_, is
not directly proportional to the T, value that reflects the
actual temperature gradient in degrees. That is, the value of
V., must be linearized based on knowledge of the tempera-
ture at the laser block sensor 110. The second output of bridge
circuit 150, V ,, provides this knowledge. In operation, as the
constant current is supplied to the first node 224, the total
current supplied to the bridge network 220 is known and
constant. Variations that develop in the voltage V . are there-
fore a function of the total resistance of bridge network 220.
Because the two sensing elements 226a and 2264 are located
in matching parallel branches, the voltage V, provides an
indication of the average temperature (Tab,,.) being mea-
sured at sensing elements 2264 and 2265. Accordingly, in one
embodiment, the voltage V , is used by processing elements
160 to linearize the voltage V,_, which is then correlated
(using the known response curves for sensors 122a and 1225)
to a value T s value that reflects the actual temperature gra-
dient.

In the particular embodiment of FIG. 2, current source 210
comprises a precision DC voltage source 211 coupled to an
operational amplifier (“op-amp”), shown at 212 and arranged
as a current source with the DC voltage source 211 coupled to
the non-inverting input of op-amp 212, the second node 227
of bridge network 220 providing a feedback signal to the
inverting input of op-amp 212, and the output of op-amp 212
supplying current to the first node 224 of bridge network 220.
Inone embodiment, a bias resistor R2, shown at 214, is placed
between the second node 227 and ground in order to limit the
current through temperature sensing elements 226a and 2265
s0 as to avoid self heating of those elements. The value for R2
can be readily determined by one of ordinary skill in the art
after reading this specification by reference to current limit
recommendations provided by the manufacturers of tempera-
ture sensors 122a and 1225. In one embodiment, R2 is speci-
fied such that less than 250 micro-amps will flow through
either of sensing element 2264 or 2265.

In one embodiment, the outputs V,and V,, , from bridge
circuit 150 are coupled to processing elements 160. In one
embodiment, processing elements 160 include at least one
analog-to-digital converter 261 for sampling the outputs V.
and V,_, into digital data. In one embodiment, analog-to-
digital converter 261 is a multiplexing analog-to-digital con-
verter with a selectable gain. For example, in one embodi-
ment, the voltage V,, may be much smaller in scale as
compared to V. In that case, analog-to-digital converter 261
will apply a different gain to digital samples generated for
V., thatfor digital samples generated for V ;.. For example, in
one embodiment, a gain of 1 is applied to digital samples for
V while a gain of 128 is applied to digital samples forV .

The particular internal details of current source 210 in FI1G.
2 are for example purposes only. In other embodiment, other
circuit configurations can be used to implement a current
source for bridge network 220. For Example, FIG. 3 illus-
trates a bridge circuit 300 comprising a current source 310
coupled to a bridge network 320, coupled to a bias resistor
314. A first branch 321a of bridge network 320 is coupled
between a first node 324 and a second node 327 of bridge
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network 320. The first branch includes the temperature sens-
ing element 2264 of a first resistive temperature device. A
second branch 3215 is coupled in parallel with the first branch
321a, between the first node 324 and the second node 327.
The second branch 32154 includes a second temperature sens-
ing element 3265 from a second resistive temperature device.
A first output from bridge network 320 (shown as V,_,) pro-
vides an output signal representing a difference between a
voltage developed across temperature sensing element 326a
and a voltage developed across temperature sensing element
326b. A second output from bridge network 320 (shown as
V) provides an output signal representing the voltage that
developed across first node 324 and the second node 327. In
one embodiment, the outputs V,and V,_, from bridge circuit
320 are optionally coupled to at least one analog-to-digital
converter 361 that samples the outputs V,andV,_, into digital
data for further processing, such as described above, to deter-
mine a differential temperature measurement from the mea-
surements from temperature sensing elements 326a and
3265.

In one embodiment in operation, current source 310 sup-
plies a constant precision current to first node 324 of bridge
network 320 which splits between the parallel branches 321a
and 3214 and is recombined at second node 327. When the
resistances in the branches 321a and 32156 are equal, the
current flowing through each of the branches will each be half
of the current supplied to first node 324. Under these condi-
tions, the voltage V,, will be zero. When a temperature
gradient develops between temperature sensing elements
326a and 3265, the temperatures measured will deviate from
each other, causing the resistances of sensing elements 326a
and 3265 to also deviate from each other. As a result, the
current supplied to node 324 will no longer be shared equally
between branches 321a and 3215 and a voltage difference
develops which is output from bridge network 320 as V.
The value of'V,_, thus will vary as a function of the difference
in temperatures measured by temperature sensing elements
326a and 3265b. Further, because the total current supplied to
the bridge network 320 by current source 310 is known and
constant, variations that develop in the voltage V ,are a func-
tion of the total resistance of bridge network 320. Because the
two sensing elements 3264 and 32654 are located in matching
parallel branches, the voltage V . provides an indication of the
average temperature being measured at sensing elements
3264 and 326.

Bias resistor 314 performs the same function as described
with respect to resistor 214 in FIG. 2, to avoid self heating of
the sensing elements 326a and 3265. Bias resistor 314 can be
readily determined by one of ordinary skill in the art after
reading this specification. In one embodiment, the resistance
for bias resistor 314 is specified such that less than 250 micro-
amps will flow through either of sensing element 326a or
3265.

Although the discussions above with respect to FIG. 1
disclose use of a bridge circuit 150 with respect to a laser ring
gyroscope application, it will be appreciated by those of
ordinary skill of the art that the techniques and circuits for
obtaining temperature gradient measurements disclosed
above with respect to FIGS. 2 and 3 are also applicable to any
other application where a temperature gradient measurement
is desired. For example, temperature sensing elements 326a
and 32654 can be located at any two points for which a tem-
perature differential measurement is desired. Embodiments
covering such other application are explicitly contemplated
as within the scope of the present disclosure. As such, the full
scope of embodiments of the present invention is not limited
to laser ring gyroscope applications.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary
skill in the art that any arrangement, which is calculated to
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achieve the same purpose, may be substituted for the specific
embodiment shown. This application is intended to cover any
adaptations or variations of the present invention. Therefore,
it is manifestly intended to cover any adaptations or variations
of the present invention. Therefore, it is manifestly intended
that this invention be limited only by the claims and the
equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A circuit comprising:

a current source;

a bridge network including:

afirst node and a second node, the first node coupled to the
current source;

afirst branch coupled between the first node and the second
node;

a second branch coupled in parallel with the first branch
between the first node and the second node;

wherein the first branch includes a first temperature sens-
ing element of a first resistive temperature device in
series with a first resistor;

wherein the second branch includes a second temperature
sensing element of a second temperature device in series
with a second resistor;

a first output that provides a signal representing a difter-
ence between a voltage developed across the first tem-
perature sensing element and a voltage developed across
the second temperature sensing element; and

a second output providing a voltage representing a difter-
ence in voltage between the first node and the second
node;

wherein the first resistive temperature device and the sec-
ond resistive temperature device are located within a
ring laser gyroscope and positioned to measure a tem-
perature differential across a laser block sensor of the
ring laser gyroscope.

2. The circuit of claim 1, further comprising a voltage
feedback from the second node of the bridge network to the
current source.

3. The circuit of claim 1, further comprising at least one
analog-to-digital converter coupled to the bridge network.

4. The circuit of claim 3, wherein an input of the analog-
to-digital converter is coupled to the first output and wherein
the analog-to-digital converter output a sample of the first
output (V, ).

5. The circuit of claim 3, wherein an input of the analog-
to-digital converter is coupled to the second output and
wherein the analog-to-digital converter outputs a sample of
the second output (V).

6. The circuit of claim 3, further comprising one or more
processing elements, wherein the processing elements input
digital samples of the second output (V ;) and digital samples
of the first output (V,_,) and calculate a temperature difter-
ential (T ;) between the first resistive temperature device and
the second resistive temperature device from the digital
samples of the second output (V ;) and digital samples of the
first output (V).

7. The circuit of claim 1, wherein the current source
includes an amplifier comprising:

a first input coupled to a DC power source;

a second input coupled to the second node of the bridge

network; and

an output coupled to the first node of the bridge network.

8. The circuit of claim 1, further comprising a bias resistor
coupled to the second node, the bias resistor generating a
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feedback to the current source to limit current flow through
each of the first temperature sensing element and the second
temperature sensing element.

9. The circuit of claim 1, wherein the first resistor and the
second resistor are matched precision resistors.

10. A device comprising:

a bridge network including:

a first node and a second node, wherein the first node

receives a constant current from a current source;

a first branch coupled between a first node and a second
node, the first branch including a first temperature sens-
ing element of a first resistive temperature device;

a second branch coupled in parallel with the first branch
between the first node and the second node, the second
branch including a second temperature sensing element
of a second resistive temperature device;

a first output that provides a signal representing a differ-
ence between a voltage developed across the first tem-
perature sensing element and a voltage developed across
the second temperature sensing element; and

a second output that provides a signal representing a volt-
age developed across first node and the second node;

wherein the first resistive temperature device and the sec-
ond resistive temperature device are located within a
ring laser gyroscope and positioned to measure a tem-
perature differential across a laser block sensor of the
ring laser gyroscope.

11. The device of claim 10, the first branch further com-
prising a first resistor in series with the first temperature
sensing element; and

the second branch further comprising a second resistor in
series with the second temperature sensing element;

wherein the first resistor and the second resistor are
matched precision resistors.

12. The device of claim 10, wherein the current source
receives a feedback signal from the second node of the bridge
network.

13. The device of claim 12, further comprising a bias resis-
tor sized to limit current flow through each of the first tem-
perature sensing element and the second temperature sensing
element to below a threshold.

14. The device of claim 13, wherein the bias resistor is
coupled between the second node and ground.

15. The device of claim 10, further comprising at least one
analog-to-digital converter coupled to the first output and the
second output of the bridge network.

16. The device of claim 10, further comprising one or more
processing elements, wherein the processing elements input
digital samples of the second output (V ;) and digital samples
of the first output (V,_,) and calculate a temperature differ-
ential (T ;) between the first resistive temperature device and
the second resistive temperature device from the digital
samples of the second output (V) and digital samples of the
first output (V).

17. The device of claim 10, further comprising the current
source, wherein the current source includes an amplifier com-
prising:

a first input coupled to a DC power source;

a second input coupled to the second node of the bridge

network; and

an output coupled to the first node of the bridge network.
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